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Franco-Dutch Erasmus-Descartes Conference spotlights Food Sovereignty as Key to Europe’s Future
Rotterdam, November 27", 2025

On the occasion of the 23rd Erasmus-Descartes Conference, French and Dutch government officials,
researchers, educators, industry leaders, startups, and young talents from the fields of agriculture and
agronomy gathered to discuss the path forward for securing Europe’s food sovereignty and strengthening
its leadership in education, innovation, sustainability, and industry.

Opened by Jean Rummenie, Dutch State Secretary for Fisheries, Food Security, and Nature, and Annie
Genevard, French Minister of Agriculture, Agrifood and Food Sovereignty, the conference aimed to
assess the current state of Franco-Dutch cooperation in agriculture, identify Europe’s major challenges,
and outline future concrete actions for bilateral and European collaboration.

Participants emphasized the urgent need to reflect on Europe’s food system dependencies - a concern
that resonates with recent analyses such as the Draghi Report on EU competitiveness and the
forthcoming Wennink Report, which provides the Dutch perspective on its recommendations. Current
challenges span several dimensions:

e Geopolitical, including trade blockades, import dependencies, and the impact of conflicts on
production and the value chain;

e Climatic, covering climate change, soil degradation, and pressure on agricultural land;

o Economic, addressing the need for fair pricing, sustainable livelihoods for farmers, reduced
reliance on imports, stronger incentive for retailers and consumers to choose sustainable
products, as well as the improved wages and working conditions for farmers;

e Human capital, encompassing education, lifelong learning, generational renewal, labour
shortages, access to finance and land, and broader demographic shifts;

e Technological, focusing on the need to introduce new technologies in agriculture, exploring how
tradition and innovation can coexist, fostering interactions cross-industry collaboration to
develop new applications, and the importance of encouraging greater investment.

The conference was particularly timely as the European institutions are currently preparing a renewed
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the successor to Horizon Europe (FP10), both expected to take
effect in 2028.

France and the Netherlands, both pioneers in the sector, have a long-standing partnership in agriculture,
research, and innovation, marked by close collaboration between academia, industry, and government.
Both countries are well-positioned to play a leading role in key areas such as the training and mobility of
talent, lifelong learning, public—private partnerships, plant proteins, next-generation breeding, robotics,
data use, and the responsible adoption of emerging technologies like artificial intelligence and quantum
computing.

A recent political impetus to deepen cooperation came during President Emmanuel Macron’s state visit
to the Netherlands in April 2023, where several bilateral scientific agreements were signed, including the
Pact for Innovation and Sustainable Growth between MEDEF and VNO-NCW. Food transition was
identified as one of the four priority areas of this pact. Furthermore, long-standing research partners
INRAE and Wageningen University & Research (WUR) issued a joint declaration reaffirming their support
for the pact and their shared commitment to advancing Europe’s sustainable food transition.



This dynamic was reinforced during the visit of King Willem-Alexander and Queen Mdxima to Occitanie
in October 2025, which highlighted mutual ambitions to share expertise and invest in agro-technologies
and robotics and which resulted in the signing of an MoU between France and the Netherlands.

Participants concluded by stressing the importance of maintaining momentum ahead of the renewal of
the CAP and FP10, and by reaffirming their determination to intensify joint activities in the months and
years to come. The conclusions of the conference, reflected in the present document, underscore both
the success of existing collaborations and new shared ambitions to make Europe’s agriculture more
sustainable, resilient, and innovative. They highlight the shared French and Dutch ambition to:

[Strategy, European programmes and research funding]

Regular alignment of opportunities in collaboration through the working groups in the
framework of the Pact for Innovation and Sustainable Growth;

Support French and Dutch research teams in getting to know each other better and in building
and optimizing ambitious, large-scale funding programmes at the national level (ANR, NWO,
SGPI - France 2030, existing programs under the National Growth fund) and at the European
level (Horizon Europe);

[Training of talent, life-long learning and international mobility]

Support students and early-career researchers in their mobility between France and the
Netherlands by directing existing funding instruments toward such projects, for example through
scholarships and grants provided by the French government;

Reinforce existing joint degrees of Erasmus Mundus programmes between France and the
Netherlands or initiating new ones (For instance AgroParisTech, WUR, UMontpellier, Utrecht,
Aeres, HAS, Unilasalle, ESA Angers and others);

Continue to foster the strategic partnerships between French, Dutch and European universities
at a strategic level, for example through the European Bioeconomy University, associating WUR
and AgroParisTech;

Develop a mobility programme for students and early-career researchers in the field of
agriculture and food innovation funded by the Embassy of France in the Netherlands and
Danone;

Encourage regular exchanges between representatives of young farmers of France and the
Netherlands, in order to share experiences and good practices to tackle the common challenges
both countries are facing in terms of generational renewal;

Establish, through the pact for innovation and sustainable growth, regular exchanges with
relevant branch organisations, including Groenpact, to address key themes such as lifelong
learning, strong links between education, industry and society, and improved training of farmers;

[Plant proteins, Robotics and new technologies]

Continue coordinating national programmes and organizing regular visits of partners, such as
Robagri, SGPI Protéines France, TKI Agri&Food, Food Valley, and ROM'’s to further promote new
technologies in the agricultural sector;

Continue the working group under the of the Pact for Innovation and Sustainable Growth
bringing together representatives of producers, retailers and consumers in order to identify and
remove bottlenecks in the plant protein transition; Further strengthen existing joint laboratories
— or stimulating new ones new ones - between the agrifood and non-agrifood sectors to
stimulate technological spillover, particularly in deep-tech domains such as big data, Al and
quantum technologies. A strong current example is the joint lab between IMEC, Wageningen
University & Research (WUR), and Radboud University;



